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SYNOPSIS

ANEW TOWN
A BIT OF HISTORY

One day to
DISCOVER THE CULTURE

One day to
CONNECT WITH NATURE

One day to
STROLL AROUND

DISCOVERY WALK

THE BIG ANNUAL EVENTS
A UNIVERSITY CITY

GOOD CONNECTIVITY TIPS
PRACTICAL INFO

5 REASONS TO COME AND VISIT US
at the Office du Tourisme-Inforville

Pictogram captions

@ Good Tips O I love my city...
@ Child-friendly
o Adress

F|nd r page touraeoimgn|esLouva|nIaneuve on Facebook

ANEW TOWN

AN ACCESSIBLE TOWN

www.youredenexperience.com

[ love my city
For the atmosphere, the energy. the incessant but not

‘ overwhelming movement of Louvain-la-Neuve.
For its rural landscapes and the beautiful green valley of
Ottignies ... the ideal place to have a pleasant walk.
LAETITIA, 34 YEARS OLD
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+ Surface area : 3.339 hectares

+ Population : 31.551 inhab ,4}

+ 2 main stations

Anvers
E40
Gand —
Louvain
Bruxelles 40
Nivelles Louvain-
Mons
Namur
Charleroi

la-Neuve
. EL2

Parc
Scientifique
Bois de Lauzelle Athéna

Les Bruyéres

Bois des Réves

\ BRUSSELS

30 KM
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Scientifique
Monnet
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Fleming
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Existence
f Ottignies

there were only a f’ei)i/;f
hamlets on the land.

It was the tensions between the
Flemish and Walloon communities at
the end of the 1960s that prompted
the French-speakers at the Catho-

lic University of Louvain (UCL) to
leave Leuven, settle in Wallonia and
build a new university there. The
French-speaking section bought a
vast piece of agricultural land mea-
suring 920 hectares on the Lauzelle
plateau in Ottignies. At that time

The planners’ idea for Louy_ainila-'-"’
Neuve was to build a university wit-
hin the city, rather than a university
campus cut off from society. The cn
is therefore built on a re sonable

blend in with the sunﬁu
other urban functions
b B
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September October
1966 1970
Purchase of the pplr;Jr\:ilir(])f
Lauzelle plateau pe?missioﬁ
in Ottignies for the new
1911 university site
UCL courses
switch to
Flemish
1425 Mid-1960s
Creation of Disputes between
the Catholic students and the
University of « Walen Buiten »
Louvain («Walloons
o < The first academic term began on
~ 20th October 1972 on what was ba-

cally still a building site, a year and

' the first foundation stone
i on 2nd February 1971 in the
2 of King Baudouin 1. 800

[ 1 the Science Faculties
e to do their graduate and

g raduate studies in the Biéreau

1977

New
municipality
of Ottignies-
Louvain-la-
Neuve

2"d February
1971

Laying of the
foundation stone
by H.M. King
Baudouin

1982
Ottignies-
Louvain-la-
Neuve is
granted the
title of «City»

20 October

1972

15t academic
term on the
Louvain-la-
Neuve university
site

September
1979
Finalisation of
complete UCL
French-speaking
faculty transfer

It took 10 years for the university to
complete the transfer of all its diffe-

rent faculties.

Nowadays, more than 50,000 people
walk up and down the streets of

Louvain-la-Neuve.




Louvain-la-Neuve also has two museums: the Hergé Museum and the L Museum.
We recommend that you take at least 2 hours out of your day for each museum

to see everything.

Hergé Museum

takes you on a voyage of discovery of the
many facets of the creator of Tintin. Eight
rooms with different decors breathe new
life into the universe and characters of
the master of the Clean Line.

Rue du Labrador 26

Open from Tuesday to Friday from

10:30 to 17:30 and at weekends from
10:00 to 18:00.
9,50€/adult - 5€/child aged 7 to 14
Information: 010/48 84 21

www.museeherge.com @ @

Every 1= Sunday of
the month, entry Is

or everyone in poth museums

e sioguide included).

(audioguide et Vi

is a university museum dedicated to art
and science. What does it offer? The link
between the works of art, the unique
scientific collections from the UCL and 3
labs where the public can even touch the
works of art.

Place des Sciences
Open from Tuesday to Friday from
09:30 to 17:00 and at weekends from
11:00 to 17:00. 6€/adult - 2€/13-25
- free for children aged 12 and below -
2€/visioguide
Information: 010/47 48 41

www.museel.be @ @

Pick up the « Boussole» event diary
or check our on-line diary
www.tourisme-olin.be or the one of
our partners.

www.atjv.be

www.fermedubiereau.be
www.poleculturel.be

www.cinescope.be

/ ONE DAY T0..

DISCOVER
THE CULTURE

[ love my city
Louvain-la-Neuve's pedestrianisation makes it easy to get around but also to
meet people. It's like living in a small village. Small, but dynamic! There is always
something to do, a good restaurant to go to or a new exhibition to see

in the city's many cultural centres.
Avice, 28 YeEARS OLD

Are you staying in the area?

Then you should enjoy an evening of entertainment,
go and see a play at the great hall of the Jean Vilar
theatre or a movie at the “Cinéscope”, discover diffe-
rent types of music at concerts at the Biéreau Farm
or take part in local events ... Louvain-la-Neuve town
centre shares the cultural mix that defines the city
with youl




Tt I love my city
) '!G:a'j-f A pedestrian town
":h where pace and peace
“wry  arenever far apart

S % g = .'_ q_ s PaTRCK, 55 veARS 0L
ONE DAY TO.. ; 3 3 Al T

CONNECT
WITHNATURE

Lauzelle Forest

Are you looking for
something original
to do?

Then head straight to the green
spaces of the Bruyeres area and try a
round of frisbee-golf, which is played
with frisbees that can be rented from
the Office du Tourisme-Inforville (de-
posit of 15€/frisbee). m

RENT ABIKE AT OTTIGNIES
STATION!

, -

To see the different ne\ghbourh?]ods of r%ostg\;acles
ily interlink the gree

la-Neuve and to easily in .

and city centres, there is nothing better'thalm

renting a bike from Pro Velo next to Ottighies

e

If you're in a sporty mood, the bois des () Open from 08:30 to 19:30 in April, May
Réves (“Forest of Dreams» of 80 ha) is the and September; from 08:30 to 21:00

v in bike
. their bike or mountain
place for you, with its walking paths, exercise | from June to August; and from 08:30 to station. Try out ?gsdoihe Jarious listed are just a
track, fishing lake, swimming pool-solarium 18:00 from October to March. ——— U?‘\S The fv(\)/;e‘s
and the Water and Fountain Museum. Free playground for children aged 2 to bike ride away: 49:00
13. Open from 09:30 to 19:00 from April from Monday to Thursday from 02:
GAIIée du Bois des Réves, 1 a Ottignies Open : 11:00 to 19:00.
1 & to September; and from 09:30 to 17:00 to 19:00 and on Friday from 11:
wwww.boisdesreves.be i) e et (o) Vi

Closed at weekends.
Y Information: 010/40 15 13

www.provelo.org

Swimming pool open from 10:00 to 18:30

from 15th June to 31st August.
@ @ Information: 010/41 60 72

1011 1011




With its pedestrianised area
dotted with green spaces and

shops, the city is a great place for
simply strolling and encourages
exchanges between students,
teachers, locals and visitors.

[ love my city
It's a pleasant and unique place in the world from many points of view.
A place where you can meet a wide range of people. It's a utopian
success story. And it's where | live!

PHiLIPPE, 5O YEARS OLD

Take the time to walk around the diffe-
rent areas of the university city to locate
the different sights and impressive buil-
dings. Our 1,5 hour tour will take you
there on the following page.

Continue your walk in the city centre and
enjoy the shops, the shopping centre, the
many bustling cafés and its large selec-
tion of restaurants. What could be nicer
than getting together on a terrace after a
day’s walking?

Small blue signs scattered all over
Louvain-la-Neuve and Ottignies will
give you information on interesting
buildings, squares or green spaces.
Find the list of places on the map
available at the Office du Tourisme-
Inforville.

ed )

12113



Légende
Vaoirie camossable
Voirka présantant un aulre statut
non camossable, pistonns,,
Voirie en projet i
- Cours d'eau
1 PLACE DE L'UNIVERSITE St otmane dat
A favourite meeting point, the square CEornkt e hac
also has a market on Tuesdays and Satur- Voirie camossable !
days. The fountain, which represents two souterraing (sous la dalle
students, was created by the sculptress ShE LT Shethie)
- . \olrie pistionne |
Genevieve Warny. It has been christened adrenne (sur la dalls
« Léon and Valérie »by the local students de Louvain-la-Neuve)
asareferencetoananoldstudentsong. 401 ACEDES SCIENCES Mmlnls:::nnmrmnlh.
The first square to be built in Louvain-la- Biliment dutiité publique
Neuve, this is a symbolic meeting place
2 HAL.LES UNIVERSITAIRES for the townspeople. The whole design el
Thg main administrative bq|ld|ng of the is inspired by the Gothic style, to empha- Peint d'eau
University, the halls take their name from  giq the architectural details and the pro- Zona bolsse
the former «Cloth Halls» of Louvam. .Se—. portions. The choice of concrete columns Parkings graluits
veral works of art decorate the building:  oiyes the buildings a certain individuality Denes
a sculpture called «la main au diplome » 3 iffers radically from the usual brick

(“the hand on the diploma”), a wall pain-
ting by Roger Somville and a Chinese
engraving, a symbol of the close rela-
tionship between the UCL and the Uni-
versity of Peking.

3PLACEDES WALLONS
Hexagonal in shape and following the
natural downward gradient of the site,
this square is inspired by medieval town
models. One of the walls sports a colour-
ful decoration with exotic touches; it is a
fresco from the Kosmopolite Art Tour, an
international street art festival.

used in Louvain-la-Neuve.

5L MUSEUM

Formerly the Library of Exact Sciences
and Technology, this building houses
since 2017 the L Museum, the university
museum of art, civilisation and science,
with more than 30.000 pieces dating
from prehistory to the current day.

6 FERME DU BIEREAU

The building dates back to the 12th cen-
tury and belonged to the Abbey of the Cis-
tercian nuns of Florival. A farm converted
into a concert hall, « la maison de toutes
les musigues » (“the house of all music”)
also hosts literary events, conferences,
workshops and exhibitions.

v IR N2 g
u er_wa.'ﬂ:\lue 125 s 25“’ ITIé'IIEﬁ
14115

:-Lnl.min mmv&wlﬂuﬂamlphh
Rhﬂuﬂm Benait Vian Calbergh - Ttlllnkﬂlw}\
lnhyqﬂaw ,Ehﬁnhm "
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carte interactive : www.olln.be
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Inaugurated in March 2010, this convent
is located in a low-energy building with
modern architecture. The community
aims to be a lively, welcoming place.
The most original features are an unu-
sual egg-shaped chapel, but also a pub,
known as The Blackfriars, run by the Do-
minican monks.

8

More than a storm water tank, the 7
hectare artificial lake is also a migration
point for many species of bird and an
area of varied flora. A path known as the
“daydream of the solitary walker” (« Réve-
rie du promeneur solitaire ») takes you
the whole way round.

9

Completed in 2001 and designed by Phi-
lippe Samyn, this glass cube can host
shows, congresses, meetings, concerts,
seminars, etc, and serves as a land-
mark in the urban landscape. The Infinite
Tower draws the eye on the avenue. De-
signed by Francois Schuiten, this monu-
mental painting is inspired by the myth
of the Tower of Babel. It is a playful refe-
rence to the city's complexity and its his-
tory which began with a linguistic conflict.

10

A good example of urban diversity, the
Market Square has become the centre
of Louvain-la-Neuve. It was the dream of
Michel Woitrin, the then deputy head of
the UCL, to have a « Plaza Mayor » like the
ones in Paris, Barcelona and other large
cities.

1

The structured architecture of this mo-
dern church differs from the traditional
cross shape. Here, the shape is square
and the congregation sits in the middle of
the church, opposite the priest. The bell
tower is inspired by Italian-style steeples
and was added when the church was
built. The hooded figure located at the
lower end of the forecourt is a sculpture
by father Kolbe, a Franciscan monk who
died in Auschwitz in 1941.

12

A real homage to the creator of Tintin
and his work, the museum was designed
by the French architect Christian de Port-
zamparc, who was inspired by the clean
line school. This project is a dream-co-
me-true for Fanny Rodwell, second Her-
gé's wife, who wanted to showcase his life
and work.

13

Located in the heart of the city and
showcasing the Hergé Museum, the park
brings a pleasant tranquillity to the new
town. Several signs give more informa-
tion about Louvain-la-Neuve.

. : = B :
) ’E;;) & Ville d'Ottignies - Lotvain-la-Neuve - Servics de Carographie

%' Realisation : Benoft Van Calbergh - Tatiana Kriowa ~ . =1 O ﬁ 125 .
16 | 17 f x L —#J—rrr.'!:p:'Jn!.-l'l © 3|J = gabah
. = R g tRDDI IVEDECEO e - ~ e e

250 Tridtres

16 117



FEBRUARY
+ Louvain-la-Neuve Carnival
* The Universatil theatre festival

MARCH
* The Open Jazz Festival
+ Science Spring (“Le Printemps des Sciences”)

THE BIG AR

ANNUAL I-w'l;hve Welcome Spring Festival
EVENTS

+ The “Diagonale” Comic Book Festival

JUNE
- «La Féte de la musique»
(The Summer Music  Festival)

JULY
- «Louvain-la-Plage» (The Summer Beach of
Louvain-la-Neuve)

AUGUST
* The Kidzik Festival

SEPTEMBER
+ The modern art Biennial
(September - November)

OCTOBER

- «Les 24h vélo» - The 24 hour bike festival
(third or fourth Wednesday and Thursday of
October)

DECEMBER
- «Louvain-la-Neige» (The Christmas Market )

Al |'_-'L -

. r
o -

You will meet students on every corner
as the UCL faculties are everywhere,
mingling with the houses and the shops.
So Louvain-la-Neuve is not a campus, but
a real university city. The university buil-
dings blend in with the urban fabric and
the locals mingle on a daily basis with the
students, the members of the university
community and other employees.

The student population currently makes
up almost 50% of the total population of
the university city, which gives it a young
yet studious and every friendly atmos-
phere, sometimes festive but always
good-natured!

So no need to ask where the university
is in Louvain-la-Neuve, because it's all
around you.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
OF LOUVAIN ("UNIVERSITE
CATHOLIQUE DELOUVAIN'):

A COMPLETE UNIVERSITY
Founded in 1425 in Louvain, the UCL
is one of the oldest universities in the
world, together with Oxford, Paris, Sa-
lamanca or Bologna. Its major goals are
education and research, hence the close
connection between the science faculties
and the nearby scientific park.

All of the academic disciplines are re-
presented at the UCL, but not only in
Louvain-la-Neuve. In fact, the UCL is a
multi-site university shared between Lou-
vain-la-Neuve, Brussels, Mons, Tournai
Charleroi and Namur.

Itis the first Belgian, French-speaking uni-
versity to have an international ranking
and encompasses a large national and
international community.




A SMALL
STUDENT
DICTIONARY

GENUINE UNIVERSITY
FOLKLORE!

The student circles, regionals and groups
are the key players in the folklore and
festivities. The origin of the regionals
dates back to the end of the 19th centu-
ryl The ceremonies which accompany the
awarding of the cap (‘calotte”) are very
structured and certain of the songs are
shared traditions between all the Belgian
universities and sometimes even beyond
our borders.

It is during these activities, which are
the backbone of student folklore, that
ideas for projects and friendships are
born. More than 2000 official student
volunteers are in charge of hundreds of
activities open to all in Louvain-la-Neuve.

KOT (STUDENT LODGING):
Student accommodation, often shared.

KOT-A-PROJETS (KAP'S)

Shared flat where students work to-
gether on a project (social, cultural, hu-
manitarian or artistic) and lead a particu-
larly intense life together.

20 | 21

" REGIONALE "
An association which brings students
from the same region together.

CIRCLE
An association for students from the
same faculty.

"CALOTTE" (CAP)

Headgear worn by the new Louvain stu-
dents who have successfully passed the
« coronae » initiation ceremony, which
proves that they know all the aspects of
student folklore. This is a real student
identity card: it shows the university, the
faculty, information on studies and the
personality of the cap-wearer.

" GUINDAILLE " (PARTY)

A festive student activity, often involving
alcohol and bawdy, popular songs. The
original meaning of the word « guindaille »
was the composition of a satirical text
(song or other) mocking the shortcomings
of a fellow student, but has now come to
describe parties in general.

lejouretlanuit.asbo.com

GOOD
CONNECTIVITY

WIFI ZONES
Most of the buildings
in Louvain-la-Neuve
have a wifi network
accessible to UCL
members.

If you are not a
member, you can get
free wifi in the Espla-
nade shopping centre
and in the various

cafes and restaurants.

You can find a list on
our website.

QR CODES
Organise your own
guided tour with your
smartphone or tablet
thanks to our QR Co-
des which are distri-
buted all over the city.
You don't have one?
Don't worry! We rent
tablets at the Office
du Tourisme-Inforville
for €4 a half-day.

i

LLN MAPS

It's not always easy to
find your way in the
labyrinth of streets

in Louvain-la-Neuve.
Even satnavs get lost.
Fortunately, the free
LLN Maps app, once
downloaded, will
enable you to find
your way or your land-
mark even without a
connection.

FACEBOOK AND

INSTAGRAM
Latest shopping
trends, unmissable
events, photos, etc.
Follow us on Facebook
and Instagram so you
don't miss anything
and share your best
photos, your reactions
and your questions
with us.

www.facebook.com/
tourismeOttignies
Louvainlaneuve

Instagram officedu
tourismeinforville
#inlln

20| 2



PRACTICAL
INFORMA-
TION

GETTING TOLLN

By train

Louvain-la-Neuve station is located
right in the town centre. It is acces-
sible via Ottignies station, located at
the junction of several lines, either
directly or via a connection to the
terminus « Louvain-la-Neuve ».

For timetable and prices, see
www.b-rail.be.

By bus

13 bus lines operate between
Louvain-la-Neuve and the principal
cities of the Walloon Brabant pro-
vince as well as Brussels. The bus
station is located next to the Le-
clercqg car park, boulevard du Sud,
close to the the Market Square.
For timetable and prices, see
www.infotec.be.

By car

Louvain-la-Neuve is accessed

via the E411 Brussels-Namur
motorway. The exit 8a Louvain-la-
Neuve Centre takes you directly to
the underground (paying) car parks
in the town centre, close to the
restaurants and museums.

22123

GETTING AROUND AND PARKING

The best way of getting around Louvain-la-
Neuve is on foot or by bike, as the distances
are not more than one kilometre.

The residential areas are generally in a blue
parking zone indicated with a sign. Parking is
allowed for a period of 2 hours (if not men-
tioned otherwise) with the disc in place.
Warning: certain parking places are reserved
for UCL members.

There are tree free 24 hour park-and -

ride facilities available on the outskirts of the

city, between 10 and 15 minutes on foot from

the centre of Louvain-la-Neuve:

+ The Lauzelle car park, Boulevard de Lauzelle

+ The Rédimé car park, Avenue Georges
Lemaitre

+ The Baudouin car park, Avenue Baudouin 1¢

See the «smart parking» on our website

www.tourisme-olin.be.

You have to pay for the underground (or
private) car parks. The first quarter of an
hour is free. There is a discount on Sundays
and in the evenings.

www.mypark.be

The GPS in Louvain-la-Neuve

The two level design of the city tends to be
misleading for the satnav, which does always
distinguish the pedestrian streets from the
non-pedestrian. It is therefore a good idea to
input the details of the closest non-pedestrian
road to your destination or the address of a
car park and continue your journey on foot.

S GOOD
REASONS...

i Tourisme-

The Office du e -
\nforville is naPPy to Pro\é\on .. to VIS.It us at
4 with all the informa the Office du

(0]

r your stayVisit
for amap of (1€
mmendation-

necessary fo Tourisme-Inforville

Whether itbe
city or a 1ece

You can also rent a digital
tablet which will enable you to
follow the QR codes trail and
discover the university city
and its sights.

COME ONTHE TRAIN!

to the town centre and

i direct! )
tbrings Y2 . d at the exit of the station

our offices are locate
platform. .

22123
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OFFICE DU TOURISME-INFORVILLE

Place de I'Université 1
Galerie des Halles
1348 Louvain-la-Neuve
010/47 47 47
www.tourisme-olin.be
info@tourisme-olin.be

Opening times:

Monday to Friday from 09:00 to 17:00
Saturdays from 11:00 to 17:00
Sundays on Easter holidays (except
Easter weekend) and from July to the
first week of September: from 11:00 to
15:00.

o tourismeOttigniesLouvainlaneuve

officedutourismeinforville

ol —~ Avec le soutien de

sy A Wallonie

%u”‘ 3 tourisme
o WP =NCGT

alfice da touriime
infaflle

Other brochures available:

+ QR Codes Discovery Tour

- Louvain-la-Neuve, the city and its museums -
Guided tours

- Facts and Figures

Responsible editor : N. Jacob - City of Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve - Espace du Coeur de Ville 2 - 1340 Louvain-la-Neuve / Printed on recycled paper / November 2017 / Do not litter



